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When I first started teaching classes on energy conservation, I used my Grandmother Holmes as the
model conservationist. Now that I have written a series of articles explaining the advantages and the
reasons you need detailed information to save energy and, hopefully, you might have even understood
some of it and started to buy in a little, I am going to tell you about my Grandmother’s approach, and
completely confuse you.

Sustainability Infographics
We here at Sustainable Plant love
infographics. Aside from being easy to read
and geniously designed, they are also
incredible resources to have on hand, ready
to share with others. With this in mind we've
put together a collection some of our
favorites from around the web. Check them
out, pass them along and let us know if you
have any other infographics you'd like us to
share with the community. View the gallery

In May 2010, when I left my then home in Steamboat Springs, Colorado for a camping trip on the North
rim of the Grand Canyon, I had just finished writing several sections of my book, 'Would You Fly in This
Building', talking about the value of energy monitoring and energy information, of being able to see how
much energy your overall facility and major energy-consuming systems use every minute of every day –
how essential it is. But as I was driving and camping and hiking, something was bothering me. I finally
figured out what it was, and felt that I urgently needed to write it down. After blowing out all of my truck
fuses (I’m an energy expert?) trying to power my laptop from an inverter plugged into the cigarette
lighter, I left my primitive campground and started for home.
I know how disgusting that must seem, as it still does to me. I can’t believe I did it. To be camping all
alone on the North rim of the Grand Canyon after driving 28 miles on dirt roads to see one of the most
amazing and breathtaking sights on earth, to leave early because I needed to write something down.
Sick! But I was in such a hurry to get it all down I couldn’t wait to get back to Steamboat. Even with notes
I was afraid I would forget what I wanted to write.
About 10 miles north of Durango, evening was approaching and I didn’t want to spend another night in
a campground in my truck without writing everything down. I use the term “write” loosely – I must have
had a pencil and paper with me but for some reason when you are accustomed to writing on a
computer, thoughts just somehow don’t flow well the old fashioned way. I was trying to decide what to
do when I realized that I wanted to find a remote bed-and-breakfast (with electricity) where I could just
write for a day or two. I envisioned a secluded log home in the woods. And no kidding, as soon as I
decided what I wanted to do (I couldn’t make this up) I saw a sign in the distance. As I passed it I could
see that it was at the entrance to a B&B, so I turned my truck around, went back and followed the
winding gravel drive to the house.
It turned out to be the Logwood B&B, right on the Animas River;

Where Does All of the Electricity
even more beautiful than I envisioned. I was the only guest that
Go?
night, as it was between seasons, so I had the place to myself.
The following was written while I was sitting on the deck, listening In 1950, the average house size
to the river roaring from the spring snowmelt and watching the full was less than 1,000 square
feet. Today it’s almost two and
moon come up over the mountains to the east. Are you hating me
on-half times as big. According
yet?
to the Long Island Power

New York City Public Housing. We both had written articles in the
same issue of the Journal of Energy Engineering and had
corresponded a few times. His first statement was:

Authority, when William Levitt
was completing the first largescale, post-World War II
suburban development on Long
Island, the average household

“Submetering added to apartment houses in New York City
resulted in a 15% to 30% drop in consumption. It is simple

used about 2,600 kWh of
electricity annually. Today, the
average home uses more than

What was bothering me were a couple of statements that Peter
Judd had made several years ago when he was associated with
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enough; if you have to pay for something you will use it more
carefully.”

9,500 kWh per year, nearly four
times as much. Why?
Continue reading...

Manager of the Year in 1990. He has published
numerous papers and been making
presentations on his projects and methods for
more than 25 years. Bill is a sculptor, a writer

He told me he had tried installing new, more efficient furnaces,
programmable thermostats and making other improvements to
the apartments without success. Nothing had worked until each
tenant had to pay their own bill. He didn’t have to teach them how to save; they figured it out on their
own. He gave them an incentive. They didn’t have one before.
See Whole Article
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